CHAPTER 4 [

Family Newsletter

Dear Parent/Caregiver:

Over the next couple of weeks, your child will be learning about addition and
subtraction. We will relate subtraction to addition, use mental math, estimate, and
add and subtract to 2-digit numbers. We will be using a variety of strategies and
the goal wili be for your child to be able to apply a strategy to any task at hand.

Throughout this time, you and your child can practise some activities such as
the following:

-

* Your child could place different numbers of items on a chair and on the floor, then
write or tell you all the fact family sentences about each situation. For example,
7 toys on the floor and 6 toys on a chair has the fact family 7+ 6 =13,6 + 7 = 13,
13-7=6,and 13-6=7.

* Your child can examine game boards to find ones where strategies for adding
and/or subtracting can be readily applied rather than always counting.

* Your child might act out a stair-climbing problem. For example, if you take 3 steps
up and 1 step back, how many steps will you take to get to the top of the stairs?

* Your child could measure stuffed animals and other toys. Then, estimate how much
space 2 or 3 of them would take if placed end to end and how much space would
be left on a 100 cm shelf if different toys were placed on the shelf,

* Your child might set up a “penny sale,” giving various items prices less than $1.
Then they can find the cost of different pairs of items.

* Your child could look up basketball scores in a newspaper and show you how to
find the difference between winning and losing teams’ scores.

You may want to visit the Nelson Web Site at www.mathk8.nelson.com for more
suggestions to help your child learn mathematics and develop a positive attitude
toward learning mathematics, and for books that relate children’s literature to addition
and subtraction. Also check the Web site for links to other Web sites that provide
online tutorials, math problems, and brainteasers.

If your child is using Nelson Mathematics 3 Workbook, pages 27 to 34 belong to
Chapter 4. There is a page of practice questions for each of the 7 lessons in the
chapter and a Test Yourself page at the end. If your child requires assistance,
you can refer to the At-Home Help section on each Workbook page.
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